
OFFERTORY PRAYER                                               REV. JOHN ALLEN, ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

Radiant God, the light of your wisdom and love shines for all who seek you, guiding us not with force, 
but with grace. Like the magi, we come bearing gifts, not to earn your favor, but in response to the gift 
of Christ you’ve given us. Use these offerings to reflect your light into dark places, so that others might 
be drawn to your love, your justice, and your joy. Keep us faithful in our seeking, generous in our shar-
ing, and willing to be led wherever your star shines next. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 

TITHES AND OFFERING  “Who’s On The Lord’s Side”            ANDERSON’S SANCTUARY CHOIR 

                                                                     

SCRIPTURE                           Ephesians 1: 3-14                   

                                                                                                      

MUSIC MINISTRY                 “Reckless Love”                           ANDERSON’S SANCTUARY CHOIR 

                                                          

MESSAGE                           “All Praise To God”   REV. DR. STEPHEN T. COOK, SENIOR PASTOR  

 

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP           DR. STEPHEN T. COOK, SENIOR PASTOR  

 

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH                     DR. STEPHEN T. COOK, SENIOR PASTOR 

ATTENTION ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD MEMBERS 

As we prepare for the New Year, please note that Anderson will be the host for the African American  
Leadership Academy / Iron Sharpens Iron Leadership Module to be held on Friday, January 23rd  

from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Saturday, January 24th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Please make every 
effort to attend this training by registering at www.mississippi-umc.org. Registration fee is $30.00. 

 
ANDERSON’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION INSTITUTE  

will be offering a 52-week Bible Study beginning Monday, January 12, 2026, from 12:00pm-1:00pm, in room 
110 It is a BYOL study!  (Bring Your Own Lunch)! The study is designed to take you on a journey through 

the Bible in 52 weeks.  You will see God’s Word evolve from the Pentateuch to the Revelation, enabling you 
to see the progress step-by-step of His Word. When completed, you will have greater insight into the Scrip-

tures and more knowledge to God’s Word.  Zoom Information:  
Meeting ID: 89737276369, Meeting Passcode: 046339.  The Book required for the Study is, “Through the 

Bible in 52 Weeks” by Alan B. Stringfellow.  It can be purchased at Walmart or Amazon.   
 

DISCIPLE CLASS 
Anderson Christian Education Institute will be offering a four-week Discipleship Class beginning  

Sunday, January 18, 2026, at 9:15am, in Room 110.  The class will run four consecutive weeks with the 
themes: Knowing Christ, Growing in Christ, Serving Christ, and Sharing Christ.  This class is designed  

to assist you with discovering or rediscovering the meaning of Discipleship.      
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK AND SHUT IN  
Heavenly Father, I come to you today asking for your healing hand to be upon our brothers and sisters:   

Pastor Cook’s father: Fernando Cook,  Rev. Linda Williams’ mother: Birdia Williams, Tasha Pew who lost her father, 
Edna Nelson, Dianne Morris, Clotea Fisher, Keyun Swinney, Joyce Beal,  Willie (Trae) Bell, Michael Folkes, Andrea 

Hendrick’s who lost her mother, Lester Thurman,  Otto Love, Sr. Angela Rosell, Dr. Sarah Smith, KatieDeloris Harrion,  
Anthony Rawls,  Norris Bishop,  Clyde Adams,  Queen Jones, Sandra Bell and Flossie Jackson. 

Anderson’s Mission Statement:  
The Mission of Anderson United Methodist Church  is to follow Jesus, form loving disciples,  

and transform our communities. 
 

Anderson’s Vision Statement 

Every Anderson member multiplies disciples who empower generations and transform 

 neighborhoods. 

Anderson’s Core Values 
Discipleship Making, Evangelism Outreach, Fellowship, Hospitality, Ministry,  

Worship, and Stewardship. 

Rev. Dr. Stephen T. Cook,  Senior Pastor 
   Rev. John Allen, Associate Pastor     Rev. Linda Williams, Associate Pastor   

                                                           January 4, 2026 

Anderson United Methodist 

Church 

Prayer! Praise! and Proclamation!  
will resume on January 21st at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Galatians 1 “Authenticity of the Gospel, Part 1& 2”  

 Led by Rev. Dr, Stephen T. Cook, Senior Pastor  
and Rev. John Allen, Associate Pastor 

January 28 - Galatians 3”Superiority of the Gospel, 

Part 1” LaShunna McInnis, Youth Minister 

        Food will be served starting at 5:15 p.m. 

 
ANDERSON MEMBERS AND FRIENDS!  

Join us for 21 Days of Fasting & Praying from January 5th until January 25th. 
It’s a new year offering new opportunities to bring forth new things!! Anderson United Methodist 

Church will celebrate the New Year (2026) by beginning with a 21-Day Daniel Fast.  “Is this not the 

fast that I chose…Is it not to share your bread with the hungry… And your healing shall spring up 

quickly…” (Isaiah 58: 6, 7, 8).  For three weeks, we will fast and pray with a focus on self-awareness, 

1st week; being selfless, 2nd week; and achieving eternal life, 3rd week.  As we enter the new year,  

let us do so by recognizing the new opportunities that are before us, and what these  

opportunities will mean to our lives.   



ORDER OF SERVICE 

GATHERING MUSIC         “Do Not Pass Me By”          ANDERSON SANCTUARY CHOIR 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader:   We gather as people looking for the star, a sign that God is at work in the world. 
 
People:   God, help us find your glory. 
 
Leader:   We gather as people listening for the whispers of the Spirit, hints of the good news in the least 
     likely places.  
 
People:    God, help us notice your glory. 
 
Leader:   We gather as people yearning for Love’s presence, the assurance that we are not alone and 
    Love will have the last word. 
   
People:   God, help us encounter your glory. 
 
Leader:   On this Epiphany Sunday, may the Light of Love shine among us, revealing divine glory      
     through neighbors known and unknown, vulnerable children, and unexpected gifts. 
 
People:   God, reveal to us anew the glory of your expansive Love that gathers us together 
     and sustains us in loving service to one another and all creation. Amen. 

MORNING HYMN                “Hold To God’s Unchanging Hands” 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Light of God, illumine the path that leads us to healing, hope, and salvation. Glory of God, fill this  
sanctuary and expose the darkness that stalks our souls. Light of God, shine with such brightness that we 
marvel in awe. Glory of God, fill each temple of the Holy Spirit present today. Light of God, Glory of 
God, we welcome you in this place. 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
Christ our Lord invites to His table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in 

peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR NEW YEAR & EPIPHANY 
  Rev. Dr. Stephen T. Cook, Senior Pastor and Rev. Linda Williams, Associate Pastor 

Leader:   The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you.                                        

 

Leader:   Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you. Father Almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. Before the mountains were brought forth, or you had formed the earth, 

from everlasting to everlasting, you alone are God. You created light out of darkness and brought forth 

life on the earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned 

away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.  You delivered us from captivity, made cove-

nant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through your prophets.  And so, with your people on 

earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory, Hosanna 

in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, in whom you have revealed yourself, our light and 

our salvation. You sent a star to guide wise men to where the Christ was born; and in your signs and 

witnesses, in every age and through all the world, you have led your people from far places to his light.  

By the baptism of His suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your church, delivered us from 

slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 

 On the night in which He gave himself up for us, He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, 

gave it to His disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remem-

brance of me.” When the supper was over, He took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to the disciples, 

and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” And so, in re-

membrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a 

holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for 

us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by His 

blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 

until Christ comes in final victory and we feast as His heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit  in  your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY        “I Will Bless The Lord At All Times”    ANDERSON’S SANCTUARY CHOIR 


