
ANDERSON’S MISSION STATEMENT:  
The Mission of Anderson United Methodist Church  is to follow Jesus, form loving disciples,  

and transform our communities. 
 

ANDERSON’S VISION STATEMENT: 
Every Anderson member multiplies disciples who empower generations and transform neighborhoods. 

 
ANDERSON’S CORE VALUES: 

Discipleship Making, Evangelism Outreach, Fellowship, Hospitality, Ministry, Worship, and Stewardship. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK AND SHUT IN  

Dear God, please touch with Your healing hands. Restore my health so I can serve You again. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. Pastor Cook’s father: Fernando Cook, Rev. Linda Williams’ mother: Birdia Williams,  Shannon Hunter, Pre-
ciouse Eddington, Robert Montgomery, Annette Braden,  Faye Hawthorne, Malik Hinton, Robert Stewart, Dianne 
Morris, Clotea Fisher, Traci Brent, Joyce Beal,  Leseter Thurman, KatieDeloris Harrion,   Norris Bishop,   Queen 

Jones, Sandra Bell,  Dorothy Cage, Flossie Jackson and the family of Ashley Summerall.  
PRAYER OUR BEREAVED FAMILIES 

Sisters: Glenda Barner, Dorothy Cage and Francina Cage who lost their son, brother and uncle, Carroll Cargill who 
lost his sister, The Family of Clyde Adams, The Family of Anthony Rawls and The Family of Cynthia Robinson. 

VIDEO ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE                                 SIS. NATALIE HOLMES

                    

MUSIC MINISTRY                              “JOY”                              ANDERSON SANCTUARY CHOIR 

   

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                  REV. JOHN ALLEN, ASSOCIATE PASTOR (8:00 A.M)  
SIS. LASHUNNA MCINNIS, YOUTH MINISTER (10:15 A.M.) 

  
TITHES AND OFFERINGS   “YOU CAN’T BEAT GOD GIVING”                        

ANDERSON SANCTUARY CHOIR 
  
SCRIPTURE                          PHILIPPIANS 1: 3 & 4; 27 - 30 
                                                

MUSIC MINISTRY                    “HE’S STILL GOOD”                ANDERSON SANCTUARY CHOIR 
  

    

MESSAGE         “THE JOY OF SUFFERING”   REV. DR. STEPHEN T. COOK, SENIOR PASTOR 

 

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP                                  REV. DR. STEPHEN T. COOK 
  

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH                                            REV. DR. STEPHEN T. COOK 

PRAYER! PRAISE AND PROCLAMATION WILL RESUME: “REBUILDING THE WALL” 

August 19th  - Nehemiah 5 “Rebuilding the Wall” Part 5 - Rev. Dr. Cook 

August 26th Nehemiah 6 “Rebuilding the Wall” Part 6 - Rev. Dr. Cook 

 
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH (UWIF) PROGRAM  

will be held on Sunday, August 23rd at 10:15 a.m. Our speaker will be Rev. Dr. Clemente May. 

CANCER SUPPORT JAZZ BRUNCH 
will be held on Saturday, July 18, 2026 from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. in the Upper Room. 

 PLANTS & PUNCH 
Join us Saturday, July 12 from 12:pp p.m. to 2:00 p.m. as we plants seed of friendship and let God grow 

the joy. We will enjoy delicious punch, food, games and much more. $10.00 per person.  
All are welcome. Sponsored by the Singles Ministry.  

BACKPACK/SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE  

Thank you, Anderson United Methodist Church family, for your generous support of our Backpack and 
School Supply Initiative. Because of your kindness and commitment to our children and youth, we were 
able to provide over 150 backpacks filled with school supplies to students in our community last year! 

Our goal is to increase the number of backpacks and supplies we provide so that every child begins the 
school year equipped and ready to learn. We are asking members and friends to consider making a do-

nation of $40 or more, which will help sponsor a backpack filled with essential school supplies. If you 
are unable to give $40, please know that any amount will make a difference and is greatly appreciated. 

To donate, please mark your gift "Backpack/School Supplies Drive" Thank you! 

THE BUSINESS EXPO & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
to be held on Sunday, August 2nd from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. For booth registration, please contact 

Vern Gavin at VOGavin@bellsouth.net. Registration deadline is Monday, July 20th.  

THE FAMILY MINISTRY  

Get ready for the ultimate welcome party of the year! Join us for the Back To School Bash Saturday,  
August 8th 10am-2pm where fun, friends and good vibes come together. Expect awesome music, 

games, and plenty of chances to kickoff the school year with a bang. All are invited. 

THE HEALTH AND WELLNESS 

will sponsor the annual health fair on Sunday, August 16th from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR A 2 NIGHT SUMMER REVIVAL 

“A New Thing” Isaiah 43: 14-21 
Sunday, August 16th starting at 5:30 p.m. Our preacher will be Rev. Sapada Thomas,  

Pastor of New Zion United Methodist Church in Crystal Springs, MS. 
Monday, August 17th starting at 6:00 p.m. Our preacher will be  

Rev. Anjohnette Gibbs Walton, Pastor of Wesley United Methodist Church in Kosciusko, MS. 
Each member is encouraged to invite 5 to 10 people to our summer revival. 

 

Rev. Dr. Stephen T. Cook,  Senior Pastor 
   Rev. John Allen, Associate Pastor     Rev. Linda Williams, Associate Pastor   

July 5, 2026 

ANDERSON 

 UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH Celebrating independence 



 SUNDAY WORSHIP EXPERIENCE  

GATHERING MUSIC          “THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD IS HERE”                            
           ANDERSON SANCTUARY CHOIR                                                                               
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                      SIS. NATALIE HOLMES 

Leader: We gather to worship God with our full, imperfect selves. 

People: We come to delight in the law of God, who is Love. 

Leader: We gather as people who don’t always know what to do in the face of difficult and complex cir-
cumstances. 

People: We come to delight in the law of God, who is Love. 

Leader: We gather as people who desire to follow God with our actions but struggle to connect what we 
want to do with what we actually do. 

People: We come to delight in the law of God, who is Love. 

Leader: Whether you come to worship today wondering if there is anything good left in the world or re-
joicing in the small moments of goodness that remind you grace is still at work among us, you are wel-
come here. 

People: We come to delight in the law of God, whose grace shows us how to live, work, play, 
and rest as a community of faith woven together by Love. Amen.                                   
 

CONGREGATIONAL SONG    “I’M SO GLAD JESUS LIFTED ME”   
 

OPENING PRAYER                                                     SIS. NATALIE HOLMES 

God of heaven and earth, we gather in Your presence with thanksgiving and praise for the way in which 
You have revealed Yourself to us. Through Jesus Christ, your Son, we have come to know and love 
You; we have witnessed Your love and mercy in action; we have caught a glimpse of Your heart, and we 
have received the call to follow. Continue to reveal Yourself to us as we worship. May Your Holy Spirit 
open our minds and hearts to Your presence here, and to the word that You have for us this morning. 
We long to meet You here, and to know You better. In the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Sav-
ior. Amen.  

INVITATION TO THE TABLE               SIS. NATALIE HOLMES 

We are here because Jesus has called us – strangers and friends, locals and visitors, believers and 
doubters, the certain and the curious. It is always a mixed company that Jesus gathers and invites to his 
table where, in bread and wine, he meets us and through him we, who are different, are joined to each 
other. So come, not because you understand, but because you are understood. Come, not because of 
how you feel, but because God has food for you. Come, not because you deserve a place, but because 
Jesus invites you, just as you are.  

 

AFFIRMATION OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH                              SIS. NATALIE HOLMES 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our 
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 

was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the church universal, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                     REV. DR. STEPHEN T. COOK, SENIOR PASTOR  

                                                                        REV. LINDA WILLIAMS, ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

Leader:   The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 

Leader:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,  Father Al-
mighty, creator of heave and earth. You have formed us in your image and breathed into us the 
breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You deliv-
ered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through your 
prophets, who looked for that day when justice shall roll down like waters and righteousness like an 
ever-flowing stream, when nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
anymore.  And so, with your people on earth, and all the company of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn, saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. By the baptism of His suffering, death and resur-
rection you gave birth to your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us 
a new covenant by water and the Spirit. On the night in which He gave himself up for us He took 
bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to His disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my 
body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."  When the supper was over, He took 
the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to His disciples, and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my 
blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in 
Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union 
with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.                         

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,  make them to be for us the body and blood of 
Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.  By your Spirit, 
make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ 
comes in final victory, and we feast at His heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with 
the Holy Spirit in your holy church,  all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 
Amen. 


